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The sound check began with a thunderous roar, and an apparently loose light bulb from a ceiling light
fixture met its demise when it found its way to the floor. As a frantic volunteer searched for a broom and
dustpan to dispose of the evidence, | had to smile. | knew Northwest Ankassasout to withess a

musical christening it wasn’t accustomed to.

WhenKutless performed their opening numbiEnt What YouSee the lyrics seemed to paint a
background for the entire séDnly One deserves this exaltation, only One deserves this elevation,”
belted out lead vocalist, Jon Mic&umrall. You could tell these words weren’t just penned to fit neatly
within the confines of a CD jacket. They were words Katess took seriously, words they believed,
words they wanted the listener to understand.

The band took the capacity crowd on an edgytar drenched journey. Favorites from their first two
releases, self-titleutlessandSea of Facesvere the focal points. However, glimpses of their latest
recording,Strong Toweradded legs to the old adage that the third time is still the charm.

There were no introductions of band members. There were no solos to convince the crowd of their
individual ability as musicians. There was just honesty and uncompromising lyrics pouring into the
microphone and well crafted, infectious songs using amplification to send their message out. Was this all
just part of the “show”? Qwas this night, this tour, this band, truly as advertised.

Having the opportunity to sit in on a pre-concert interview
with the band, | was able to see first-hand Hatless is

more than a band. Kutless is comprised of five,
determined young men who wanted others to know Christ
on a personal level. The band members seemed a bit
uneasy when Jeff McLaughlin, of
christiansongwriting.com, asked questions that might
require an answer of “self”. On the other hand, they were
all eager to speak of the ministry and message they longed
for their music to reverberate.

The “contemporary” Christian genre has struggled to gain
a respected position within the music industry since its conception decades ago. It was as if CCM was a
tag-a-long, kid brother wearing the mainstream’s musical hand-me-downs. You know, hand-me-downs
that look fine but they’re a little out of style and don’t always fit quite right. After watching Kutless
perform, it was very apparent the kid brother had grown up and the hand-me-downs had been discarded.
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